Name _________________________  Date ________________ Score ____________

CONSUMER CHOICES

Read the four situations described in this activity guide.  Using the problem-solving techniques learned earlier, write your responses to these problems.  There are many possible solutions to each of these problems.

1. Joe has a job interview at 3 P.M. on Wednesday.  Today is Monday.  The pocket on his dress shirt has come unstitched and one of the buttons is gone.  Joe has had some basic sewing instruction in his Family and Consumer Sciences class, and he thinks he could make some very basic repairs on his shirt.

Identify the problem. _____________________________________________________

Brainstorm possible solutions ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Make a decision ________________________________________________________

Look back and evaluate ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

2. The boy Susan likes asked her to the formal Spring Fling dance.  Susan doesn’t have any clothing appropriate for the occasion.  She sews well, but her time is very limited.  Susan isn’t sure she wants to spend a lot of money on a fancy dress she may wear only once.

Identify the problem. _____________________________________________________

Brainstorm possible solutions ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Make a decision ________________________________________________________

Look back and evaluate ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

3. John needs a book for his college class.  He has the exact amount the book will cost, including tax.  He jumps into the car and throws the cash onto the front seat.  On his way to the bookstore to purchase the book, John puts his car windows down and turns up his music to impress the car of ladies driving in the lane next to him.   He keeps looking over at them and jamming to the music just to look cool.  When John arrives at the bookstore, he sees that only his five $1 bills are left in the car and they are scattered all over the floor.  John has to have his textbook for class tomorrow.  

Identify the problem. _____________________________________________________

Brainstorm possible solutions ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Make a decision ________________________________________________________

Look back and evaluate ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

4. Ann desperately needs new summer clothes—she has outgrown all her clothes from last year.  She doesn’t have much sewing experience and she doesn’t like to sew.  Unfortunately, Ann spent all her money on a vacation that is two months away.  Because she will be gone 4 weeks on her vacation, no employers want to hire her for just the next two months. 

Identify the problem. _____________________________________________________

Brainstorm possible solutions ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

Make a decision ________________________________________________________

Look back and evaluate ______________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________

